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SUBJECT: GOE PISHERIES REGULATIONS 
REF: QUITO 2942 (NOTAL) 

1. MAY 6 DCM ACCOMPANIED BY EMBOPP REPEATED PRESENTATION 
PREVIOUSLY MADE TO ACTING PONMIN MAY 2 (REPTEL) TO UNDER- 
SECRETARY POR PISHERIES RIVADENEIRA. HE LISTENED WITHOUT 
COMMENT, THEN MADE THE POLLOWING POINTS, DRAWING PROM WHAT 
APPEARED TO BE A COPY OP THE DRAPT REGULATIONS. 

2. THE PROHIBITION WILL BE ON POREIGN-PLAG PURSE SEINERS 
OP OVER ONE THOUSAND GROSS REGISTERED TONS, AND THIS HE 
CLAIMED WOULD WORK OUT IN PRACTICE TO BE A LIMIT OF ABOUT 
500 NET REGISTERED TONS. BASED ON THE MINISTRY'S LICENSING 
EXPERIENCE, THIS WOULD EXCLUDE ABOUT TEN PERCENT OP THE 

US PLEET WHICH HAS TRADITION A ELY PISHED OPE THE ECUADOREAN 
COAST, BUT WOULD ALSO EXCLUDE ALL THE PRENCH, CANADIAN AND 
SPANISH BOATS WHICH HAVE BEEN BUYING LICENSES. 

3. THE REASON POR THIS LIMITATION, HE SAID, WAS 
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PRESSURE PROM ECUADOR'S COASTAL PISHERMAN WHO CLAIM 
THAT LARGE PURSE SEINERS HABITUALLY SWEEP UP ENTIRE 
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SCHOOLS OF TUNA LEAVING LITTLE OR NOTHING FOR THE 
SMALL LOCAL "CANEROS" (BAIT-BOATS). THIS WAS SAID TO 
BE A SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM FOR THE GOE, ONE WHICH 
REQUIRED SOME POSITIVE ACTION TO GET MANTA FISHERMEN 
OFF ITS BACK. HOWEVER, MAIN TARGET WAS NOT US BOATS 
BUT PERUVIAN ONES. ALTHOUGH LATTER YET HAVE NO LARGE 
PURSE SEINERS IN THEIR NATIONAL FLEET, THEY ARE 
EXPECTING DELIVERY OF THREE BIG BOATS LATE THIS YEAR 
WHICH GOE "KNEW" WERE DESTINED FOR FISHING OFF 
ECUADOREAN COAST. PRESENCE OF THESE BOATS, BESIDES 
NEGATIVE IMPACT ON LOCAL FLEET, WOULD CAUSE SEVERE 
FOREIGN RELATIONS PROBLEM. WHEN DCM MADE POINT AGAIN 
THAT TIMING OF SUCH MEASURE COULD NOT BE WORSE WITH 
RESPECT TO EFFECT ON POSSIBLE TALKS WITH U.S. INDUSTRY, 
RIVADENEIRA RUEFULLY CONCEDED INOPPORTUNENESS OF 
PROHIBITION AT PRESENT TIME, BUT INDICATED NECESSITY 
TO ISSUE REGULATION ASAP SO AS NOT TO GIVE APPEARANCE 
IT AIMED SPECIFICALLY AT PERUVIANS. 

4. GOE INTENTION, HE CONTINUED, WAS NOT TO BAR LARGER 
BOATS COMPLETELY BUT TO CONTROL THEIR ACTIVITIES. BOATS 
IN "ASSOCIATION" WITH LOCAL INDUSTRY WOULD BE EXEMPT 
FROM PROHIBITION AND, INDEED, GOE WOULD WELCOME THEIR 
PRESENCE UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHEREBY THEY, IN ADDITION 
TO NORMAL FISHING ACTIVITIES, WOULD ACT AS "MOTHER SHIP/ 
FOR ELEMENTS OF LOCAL INSHORE FLEET. THEY WOULD DIRECT 
LOCALS TO FISH AND LEND THEM REEFER CAPACITY (WHICH 
SMALL LOCAL FISHERMEN ALMOST UNIFORMLY LACK), THUS 
EXTENDING THEIR POSSIBLE AT-SEA TIME AND "KEEPING THEM 
HAPPY". WHEN QUESTIONED, RIVADENEIRA SAID THAT BOATS 
UNDER CONTRACT TO ANY US PACKER ASSOCIATED WITH LOCAL 
INDUSTRY WOULD LIKEWISE BE CONSIDERED AS ASSOCIATED 
AND, HENCE, FREE EROM SIZE LIMITATION. 

5. REGULATIONS IN QUESTION ARE NOT LIMITED TO PURSE 
SEINERS AND, ACCORDING TO RIVADENEIRA, HAVE SOMETHING 
INCLUDED TO MAKE ALMOST ALL EISHING NATIONS UNHAPPY. 
THERE WILL ALSO BE AN ALBSOLUTE BAN ON LONG-LINING, 

WHICH WILL VIRTUALLY, IE NOT ABSOLUTELY, EXCLUDE THE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 QUITO 03022 072328Z 

JAPANESE ELEET. THE USE OF FOREIGN-FLAG FACTORY SHIPS 
WILL LIKEWISE BE EXCLUDED, THIS BEING AIMED SPECIFICALLY 
AT THE SOVIETS, WHO ARE FELT TO BE RUTHLESS OVER- 
EXPLOITERS. FINALLY, NO FOREIGN-FLAG BOTTOM TRAWLERS WILL 
BE PERMITTED, THIS BEING FELT TO BE PARTICULARLY 
DAMAGING TO LOCAL FISH STOCKS. RIVADENEIRA INDICATED 
THIS WAS AIMED AT THE POLES AND OTHER EE'S. 

6. RIVADENEIRA'S PRESENTATION WAS SUBDUED AND STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD. HE REPEATEDLY STRESSED THAT MEASURES IN 
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QUESTION, WHICH HE EXPECTED TO BE PROMULGATED WITHIN 
TWO WEEKS, WERE NOT DISCRIMINATORY AND NOT AIMED AT 
US. CONSIDERING THE EXTENT TO WHICH THIRD-COUNTRY 
INTERESTS ARE AEEECTED, THIS IS CREDIBLE - IN SPITE 
OE THE COME-ON TO US BOATS OEEERED THROUGH THE 
ASSOCIATION ROUTE. 

BREWSTER 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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